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DEFINITIONS 


The  estimates  in  this  report  relate  to  sales  by  commercial  producers.  A 
commercial  producer  is  defined  as  one  who  produces  and  sells  $2,  000  or  more 
of  cut  flowers,  nursery  products,  bulbs,  seeds,  and  bedding,  vegetable,  flower- 
ing, and  foliage  plants  in  one  year.  Only  commercial  producers  growing  any  of 
the  four  cut  flowers  --  carnations,  chrysanthemums,  gladioli,  or  roses  --  potted 
chrysanthemums  or  foliage  plants  are  included  in  this  report.  All  value  figures, 
except  for  foliage  plants,  are  on  a "gross  wholesale"  basis  and  deductions  have 
not  been  made  for  selling  commissions  and  transportation  costs.  Total  sales, 
except  for  foliage  plants,  in  each  State  are  converted  to  their  equivalent  whole- 
sale value  using  the  reported  average  wholesale  prices.  Foliage  plant  sales 
are  on  a "net  sales"  basis  and  are  derived  in  each  State  by  subtracting  the  cost 
of  plant  materials  purchased  from  other  growers  from  the  gross  value  of  sales. 
The  published  average  price  and  percent  change  for  intentions  are  derived  from 
unrounded  totals.  Sales  times  average  price  does  not  necessarily  equal  the 
published  wholesale  value. 

This  report  includes  revised  estimates  for  1968  and  preliminary  estimates 
for  1969. 
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FLOWERS  AND  FOLIAGE  PLANTS 


Production  and  Sales,  1968  and  1969;  and  Intentions  for  1970  in  Selected  States 

Total  value  at  wholesale  of  four  important  flowers  and  foliage  plants  in  the  23 
major  producing  States  was  $228  million  in  1969,  7 percent  above  the  previous  year, 
according  to  the  Crop  Reporting  Board.  Sales  of  cut  carnations,  gladioli,  roses, 
chrysanthemums,  and  potted  chrysanthemums  grown  in  23  States  in  1969  had  a whole” 
sale  value  of  $199  million,  while  net  sales  of  foliage  plants  totaled  $29  million. 

Wholesale  value  of  total  sales  in  1969  for  each  type  of  cut  flower  in  all  23  States 
was:  $47.7  million,  carnations;  $54.  0 million,  cut  chrysanthemums;  $21.3  million, 
gladioli;  $53.9  million,  roses;  and  $21.9  million  for  potted  chrysanthemums.  In  the  23 
States,  value  of  sales  for  cut  flowers  for  carnations  was  up  6 percent,  cut  chrysan- 
themums up  4 percent,  gladioli  up  1 percent  and  cut  roses  up  9 percent  from  1968. 
Potted  chrysanthemums  showed  an  increase  in  value  of  12  percent. 

California  continued  as  the  leading  producer  of  carnations,  standard  chrysan- 
themums, potted  chrysanthemums,  and  roses.  Florida  was  the  leading  producer  of 
pompon  chrysanthemums,  gladioli,  and  foliage  plants.  Based  on  total  wholesale 
value  of  the  four  cut  flowers  and  potted  chrysanthemums,  California  ranks  first  with 
$57.  8 million,  followed  by  Florida  with  $27.  3 million  and  Colorado  with  $14.  6 mil- 
lion. Based  on  the  net  wholesale  value  of  sales  for  foliage  plants,  Florida  leads  with 
$15.  5 million,  followed  by  California  with  $3.  7 million,  and  Ohio  with  $1.  8 million. 

CARNATIONS 

Growers  plan  a 2 percent  increase  in  the  number  of  carnation  plants  in  pro- 
duction in  1970.  Of  the  23  States  in  the  survey,  7 intend  to  have  more  plants  in 
production  in  1970.  California,  the  leading  producing  State,  expects  to  have  4 per- 
cent more  while  Colorado  intends  to  have  9 percent  more  plants  producing  in  1970. 
Growers  in  the  third  largest  producing  State,  Pennsylvania,  expect  to  reduce  plant- 
ings 4 percent. 

In  1969,  growers  in  the  23  States  sold  693  million  blooms  from  62  million 
plants.  Number  of  blooms  sold  was  10  percent  greater  than  the  previous  year.  Cali- 
fornia sold  373  million  blooms  which  accounted  for  about  one-half  of  the  23  States 
total.  Colorado,  with  one-fifth  of  the  total  bloom  sales,  was  second  with  145  mil- 
lion blooms.  These  two  States  accounted  for  75  percent  of  the  total  carnations  sold 
in  the  23  States.  Massachusetts  growers  sold  37  million  blooms  and  Pennsylvania 
growers,  36  million,  ranking  third  and  fourth,  respectively.  Total  wholesale 
value  of  1969  sales  in  the  23  States  was  $47.  7 million.  The  average  price  of  6.  9 
cents  per  bloom  in  1969  was  down  slightly  from  the  7.1  cents  the  previous  year. 

Standard  carnations  accounted  for  about  96  percent  of  all  carnation  plants  in 
the  23  States.  Total  wholesale  value  of  standard  types  in  1969  amounted  to  $45.  6 
million.  The  average  price  of  7.4  cents  per  bloom  in  1969  was  slightly  below  the 
previous  year  average  of  7.  6 cents  per  bloom.  Growers  in  the  23  States  plan  to 
increase  production  by  2 percent  in  1970. 

Miniature  carnations  made  up  about  4 percent  of  the  total  carnations  in  1969. 
Value  of  sales  at  $2.1  million  was  up  from  last  year's  $1.6  million.  Average  price 
per  bunch  in  1969  at  $0.  97  compared  with  $1.  01  per  bunch  in  1968.  Growers  plan  to 
increase  production  by  about  1 percent  in  1970. 
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STANDARD  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


A 4 percent  increase  in  the  number  of  standard  chrysanthemum  plants  in 
production  in  the  23  States  is  indicated  for  1970.  Greatest  gain  is  expected 
in  Texas  -where  the  number  of  plants  may  increase  from  1.0  million  to  1.7  mil- 
lion. 


In  1969,  growers  in  the  23  major  States  sold  137  million  blooms  from  118 
million  plants.  The  number  of  blooms  sold  was  nearly  5 percent  above  1968. 
California  was  first  in  sales  with  70.7  million  blooms  or  52  percent  of  the 
total,  followed  by  Florida  with  10.0  million  blooms;  Ohio,  9.4  million;  and 
Pennsylvania  with  6.6  million.  These  four  States  accounted  for  about  71  per- 
cent of  the  total  1969  sales  in  23  States. 

Wholesale  value  of  1969  sales  was  $26.8  million  for  the  23  States,  com- 
pared with  $26.4  million  in  1968.  Average  price  was  19.6  cents  per  bloom  com- 
pared with  20.2  cents  in  1968. 

POMPON  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


Growers  in  the  23  States  indicated  a 3 percent  increase  in  number  of  pom- 
pon plants  expected  in  production  for  1970.  Thirteen  of  the  23  States  indicate 
an  increase  for  1970.  However,  most  of  the  expected  increase  is  in  California 
and  Florida. 

Sales  in  1969  in  the  23  States  were  8 percent  above  the  previous  year  and 
totaled  32.9  million  bunches  from  l4l  million  plants.  Florida  continued  to 
lead  production  with  13.4  million  bunches  sold  or  4l  percent  of  the  23  State 
total.  California  was  second  with  9*0  million  bunches  (29  percent);  and  Penn- 
sylvania third  with  2.0  million  bunches  (6  percent).  These  three  States  ac- 
counted for  three-fourths  of  total  sales  in  1969.  Of  the  32.9  million  bunches 
sold,  93  percent  were  sold  at  wholesale. 

The  value  of  sales  for  23  States  was  $27.2  million,  up  6 percent  from  1968. 
The  average  price  per  bunch  decreased  from  84  cents  in  1968  to  83  cents  in  1969. 

GLADIOLI 

Gladioli  growers  in  the  23  States  intend  to  plant  about  5 percent  less 
acreage  in  1970.  Moderate  increases  are  expected  in  7 of  the  producing  States. 
Declines  are  expected  in  l4  States. 

In  1969,  growers  sold  27.2  million  dozen  spikes  from  13,129  acres  compared 
with  28.1  million  dozen  spikes  sold  from  12,934  acres  a year  earlier.  Florida 
was  by  far  the  leading  producer  with  8,473  acres  and  17.4  million  dozen  spikes 
sold.  Production  in  Florida  dropped  4 percent  from  1968  but  this  State  still 
accounted  for  64  percent  of  the  23  State  total.  California  was  second  with  3.6 
million  dozen  spikes,  followed  by  North  Carolina  with  2.1  million  dozen,  and 
New  Jersey  with  1.5  million  dozen  sold.  Wholesale  sales  made  up  99  percent  of 
total  sales,  2 percent  more  than  the  previous  year.  The  total  value  at  whole- 
sale in  1969  was  $21.3  million  for  the  23  States,  and  the  average  price  per 
dozen  spikes  was  79  cents.  A year  earlier  the  wholesale  value  of  sales  was 
$21.1  million  at  an  average  price  per  dozen  of  75  cents. 
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ROSES 


Rose  growers  in  1970  plan  a 4 percent  increase  in  number  of  plants . 

The  largest  increase  is  in  Colorado  where  growers  plan  to  increase  pro- 
duction by  6 0 percent . 

In  1969;  there  were  427*4  million  blooms  sold  in  the  23  States,  5 per- 
cent more  than  in  1968.  California  growers  sold  156.2  million  blooms,  37 
percent  of  the  23  State  total.  Pennsylvania  was  second  with  45.1  million 
blooms.  Hew  York:  ranked  third  with  31*3  million  and  Illinois  fourth  with 
28.2  million. 

The  value  of  sales  for  roses  in  1969  was  $53*8  million,  9 percent 
greater  than  a year  earlier.  The  average  price  in  1969  of  12.6  cents  per 
bloom  compared  with  12.0  cents  the  previous  year. 

In  1970>  growers  plan  a 3 percent  increase  in  hybrid  tea  rose  plants 
and  3 percent  increase  in  miniature  or  sweetheart  rose  plants . 

Hybrid  tea  roses  accounted  for  83  percent  of  all  rose  plants  and  80 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  sales  of  all  roses  last  year.  The  average 
price  for  hybrid  tea  roses  was  13*7  cents  per  bloom  and  for  miniatures  was 
9.5  cents  per  bloom. 


POTTED  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 

Growers  of  potted  chrysanthemums  intend  to  increase  the  number  of 
pots  in  production  by  8 percent  in  1970.  Most  States  expect  to  increase 
the  number  of  pots,  with  largest  gains  expected  in  North  Carolina,  Florida 
and  California. 

In  1969*  14.3  million  pots  were  sold,  6 percent  greater  than  during 
1968.  Total  wholesale  value  of  sales  in  1969  was  $21.9  million,  up  from 
$19.6  million  a year  earlier.  Average  wholesale  price  per  pot,  at  $1.54, 
compared  with  $1.46  the  previous  year.  California  was  the  leading  producer 
with  2.3  million  potted  chrysanthemums  sold,  followed  by  Florida,  Texas  and 
Ohio . 


FOLIAGE  PLANTS 

Foliage  plant  growers  in  23  States  had  31*5  million  square  feet  in 
production  in  1969,  up  5 percent  from  1968.  Florida  was  the  leading  producer 
of  foliage  plants  with  25 -9  million  square  feet  in  production  or  82  percent 
of  the  total  for  the  23  States.  California  was  second  with  1.8  million 
square  feet  and  Texas,  third  with  1.4  million.  These  3 States  accounted 
for  92  percent  of  the  total  area  in  foliage  plant  production  and  71  per- 
cent of  the  total  net  value  of  sales.  Intended  area  in  production  for  the 
23  States  in  197^  is  expected  to  be  about  3 percent  more  than  in  1969 • 

The  net  value  of  sales  totaled  $29.2  million  --  up  12  percent  from  a 
year  earlier. 
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Table  1. — Carnations,  Chrysanthemums,  Gladioli,  Roses  and  Foliage  Plants: 
Gross  wholesale  value  of  sales,  1968  and  1969,  in  selected  States 
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Crop  Reporting  Board,  SRS , USDA 


Table  2. — Carnations,  All:  Number  of  producers,  plants  in  production,  sales,  price,  wholesale 

value,  1968  and  1969*  and  indicated  plants  in  production,  1970,  in  selected  States 
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Crop  Reporting  Board,  SRS,  USDA 


Miniature  carnation  bunch  converted  to  37  blooms  for  combining  with  standard  carnations . 
Equivalent  wholesale  value  of  all  sales . 

Florida  combined  with  Tennessee  to  avoid  disclosure  of  individual  operations. 


Tabic  3- ■'Carnations,  Standard:  Number  of  producers,  plants  in  production,  sales,  price,  wholesale 

value,  1968  and  1969,  and  indicated  plants  in  production,  1970,  in  selected  States 
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FLOWERS  AND  FOLIAGE,  April  1970 


Crop  Reporting  Board,  SRS, 


■H 

USDA 


Unallocated  to  avoid  disclosure  of  individual  operations. 
Equivalent  wholesale  value  of  all  sales. 


Table  4. — Carnations,  Miniature:  Number  of  producers,  plants  in  production,  sales,  price,  wholesale 

value,  1968  and  1969,  and.  indicated  plants  in  production,  1970}  in  selected  States 
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Crop  Reporting  Board,  SRS, 


* 'hi'cmVoI 

USDA 


Unallocated  to  avoid  disclosure  of  individual  operations . 

Equivalent  wholesale  value  for  all  sales . 

Delaware  combined  with  Maryland  to  avoid  disclosure  of  individual  operations. 
Production  negligible. 


Table  5. — Standard  Chrysanthemums:  Number  of  producers,  plants  in  production,  sales 

price,  wholesale  value,  1968  and  1969  and  indicated  plants  in  production, 

1970,  in  selected  States. 
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Crop  Reporting  Board,  SRS, 


FLOWERS  AND  FOLIAGE 


April  1970 


USDA 


23  States  : 2,599  2,457  110,314  117,699  122,737  104  130,869  136,778  93  93  20.2 


Table  6. — Pompon  Chrysanthemums:  Number  of  producers,  plants  In  production,  sales 

price,  wholesale  value,  1968  and  1969,  and  Indicated  plants  in  production, 

1970,  in  selected  States 
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Table  7. — Gladioli:  Number  of  producers,  acres  in  production,  sales,  price,  wholesale  value, 

1968  and  1969,  and  indicated  acres  in  production,  1970,  in  selected  States 
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Table  8.— Roses,  All:  Number  of  producers,  plants  in  production,  sales,  price,  wholesale  value 

1968  and  1969?  and  indicated  plants  in  production,  1970,  in  selected  States 
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Equivalent  wholesale  value  for  all  sales 
Production  negligible. 


Table  9* — Roses,  Hybrid  Tea:  Number  of  producers,  plants  in  production,  sales,  price,  wholesale  value 

1968  .and  1969,  and  indicated  plants  in  production,  1970,  in  selected  States 
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Unallocated  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations 
Equivalent  wholesale  value  for  all  sales. 

Production  negligible. 


Table  10. --Roses,  Miniature  or  Sweetheart:  Number  of  producers,  plants  in  production,  sales,  price, 

wholesale  value,  1968  and  1969,  and  indicated  plants  in  production,  1970,  in  selected  States 
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Crop  Reporting  Board,  SRS,  USDA 


Table  11. — Potted  Chrysanthemums:  Number  of  producers,  plants  in  production,  sales,  price,  wholesale 

value,  1968  and  1969,  and  indicated  pots  in  production,  1970>  in  selected  States 
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Equivalent  wholesale  value  of  all  sales. 


Jable  12 . — Foliage  Flants  for  Indoor  or  Patio  Use:  Number  of  producers,  square  feet  in  production,  net  value  of 
sales,  1968  and  1969,  and  Indicated  ajrea  in  production,  1970,  in  selected  States 
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